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From Local Stories to a Shared European Narrative 

This newsletter reflects on how local experiences within CARAVANE 
contribute to the emergence of a shared European cultural narrative. Rather 
than seeking to unify or standardise perspectives, the project connects 
diverse stories while preserving their specificity, complexity, and rootedness 
in place.


CARAVANE approaches Europe not as a uniform or abstract entity, but as a 
mosaic of lived realities shaped by history, environment, memory, and social 
experience. Within this framework, European connection is understood as 
something that emerges through encounter and dialogue rather than through 
imposed coherence.


Across all CARAVANE activities, artistic expression is shaped by local 
realities. Each laboratory, exchange, or public event unfolds within a specific 
context, influenced by its physical environment, cultural traditions, and 
social dynamics. Stories emerge from these settings as situated responses 
to place, reflecting how climate, memory, and identity are experienced 
locally.


These stories remain firmly rooted in their environments. Rather than being 
adapted to fit a predetermined narrative, they preserve their particularities, 
allowing local voices to speak from within their own contexts. This 
rootedness gives authenticity and depth to artistic processes, ensuring that 
experiences are not abstracted or detached from lived realities.


Through transnational exchange, these locally grounded stories enter into 
dialogue with one another. Encounters between participants from different 
regions create spaces where similarities and differences are explored 
without the need for simplification. Connections form through listening, 
comparison, and shared reflection, not through homogenisation.
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A shared European narrative begins to take shape through this process of 
exchange. It does not emerge as a synthesis or a single storyline, but as a 
relational field in which multiple perspectives coexist. Meaning is built gradually 
through encounter, conversation, and mutual recognition across borders.


Climate-related narratives illustrate this dynamic particularly clearly. While 
environmental challenges are experienced differently across regions, they 
resonate through shared concerns such as vulnerability, adaptation, and 
responsibility. Artistic engagement allows these varied experiences to be 
expressed without flattening their differences.


Plurality strengthens coherence within CARAVANE’s European dimension. 
Diversity is not treated as fragmentation, but as the basis for connection. By 
acknowledging difference as a shared condition, the project creates space for a 
European narrative that is inclusive, layered, and open-ended.


Shared concerns link different contexts while allowing local specificity to 
remain intact. Participants recognise common threads across experiences 
without erasing the conditions that shape them. This balance supports a form 
of European belonging grounded in respect for difference rather than 
uniformity.


The narrative that emerges through CARAVANE remains intentionally 
unfinished. Europe is approached as a dynamic and evolving cultural space, 
continuously shaped by movement, dialogue, and exchange. Artistic practice 
becomes a means of tracing these connections without closing them into fixed 
meanings.


Epilogue – Europe as a Space of Stories 

CARAVANE contributes to Europe as a space of stories shaped by dialogue 
and exchange. By connecting local experiences across borders while 
preserving their integrity, the project affirms a European cultural narrative 
grounded in diversity, openness, and shared reflection.


In doing so, CARAVANE demonstrates how culture can foster European 
connection not by reducing difference, but by creating spaces where multiple 
stories can coexist, resonate, and remain in conversation.



